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The Howard County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Monday, March 16, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. in Hearing Room 338 of the Howard County Administration Center.  Those in attendance included President Paul Wyman, Vice-President Brad Bray, Member Jack Dodd, County Attorney Alan Wilson and County Auditor Martha Lake. 

The meeting was called to order by Sheriff Jerry Asher and conducted by President Paul Wyman.  Commissioner Bray led in the Pledge of Allegiance, and Commissioner Wyman offered a word of prayer.   

IN THE MATTER OF SPECIAL ORDINANCE:

President Paul Wyman addressed Ordinance No. 2020-BCCO-13, an Ordinance necessary for the protection of the community due to the Covid-19 virus.  Ordinance No. 2020-BCCO-13, An Order of the Board of Commissioners of Howard County for Restrictions Due to Coronavirus/Covid-19, was read and adopted on this 16th day of March, 2020.  The Ordinance addresses closures of businesses and restrictions put into place for a specific period of time.  President Wyman addressed the week prior initiatives put into place in the County Jail, Kinsey Youth Center and Howard Haven in order to protect the individuals in those facilities.  He further thanked those involved in assisting with preparing and providing input to establish the Ordinance.      

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of March 2, 2020, regular meeting having been previously submitted and reviewed, were approved as presented, on a motion made by Mr. Dodd.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

IN THE MATTER OF SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
MARCH EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH AWARD:
The Commissioners congratulated county employee Joseph (Joe) Beekman, Howard County’s Work Release Field Officer on being the March employee of the month.  The comments made for the nomination of Mr. Beekman where read.  “He goes above and beyond on a daily basis in his responsibilities and trains staff without direction.”  “He sacrifices his private time and as well serves on the volunteer fire department”.  “He is a great employee and all around good person.”  It is with great honor that the Commissioners extended congratulations and the memento from Kokomo Opalescent Glass to him.  Pictures were taken, and congratulations were given by all.
  
IN THE MATTER OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:

MS4:
Greg Lake presented a lease agreement for the Tudor Drain.  He stated that there is a pump along the drain that needs replaced at the cost of $100,000.00.  He has found an alternative to replacing the pump by leasing additional ground that will allow for a watershed to store some of the runoff water until it can be absorbed naturally.  This option is more cost effective.  Mr. Dodd made a motion to approve the agreement for lease of property for the Tudor Drain, as presented.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.   

SHERIFF:
Sheriff Jerry Asher COPS hiring grant:
Sheriff Jerry Asher requested permission to apply for a “COPS” grant of up to $500,000.00.  This would allow for him to hire additional police officers.  Mr. Dodd made a motion to approve the application submission for the grant, as presented.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.

Inter-Local Agreement for Inmate Housing:
Sheriff Asher presented the Inter-Local Agreement for Inmate Housing to the Board.  He stated that the agreement includes an agreement between the Howard County Sheriff’s Department and the Tipton County Sheriff, Tony Frawley, for future housing of inmates in the Tipton County Jail.  The agreement also provides for housing of inmates waiting on transfer to the DOC.  The agreement provides for payment of $40.00 per day per inmate housed out-of-county.  Mr. Bray made a motion to approve the inter-local agreement, as presented.  Mr. Dodd seconded the motion, and the motion carried.    

Server at the Court House:
Sheriff Asher addressed the camera server at the County Courthouse which has had some issues.  He asked for the opportunity for Jeremy Stevens to address the Board.  Information Systems Director, Jeremy Stevens addressed the Board stating that the server for the camera system is over 6 years old and is having some technical issues.  He would like to purchase a new server to secure the integrity of this system.  The cost to replace the server is approximately $15,940.00.  Sheriff Asher is asking that the Commissioners share the cost with the Sheriff’s Department as IT does not currently have the funds in the budget to cover this item.  President Wyman agreed to share the cost with the Sheriff’s Department with $5,000.00 from the Sheriff’s equipment account line and $10,940.00 from the Commissioners equipment account line.  Mr. Bray made a motion to approve the request to purchase the new server with the cost shared as previously stated.  Mr. Dodd seconded the motion, and the motion carried.   
 
KINSEY:
[bookmark: _Hlk34830638]Locks and Alarms – Shelter Care:
Kinsey Supervisor Jeff Lipinksi requested to purchase locks and alarms for the Kinsey Youth Center in the sum of $17,700.00.  He stated that he would like to put an egress on the seven entries of the Kinsey Youth Center.  After speaking with DCS, he would like to be able to install the locks and alarms to provide another level of security at the Kinsey Youth Center.  Mr. Lipinksi requested that the Commissioners share in the cost of installing the locks and alarms with the Commissioners paying 2/3 of the cost and the remaining 1/3 coming from the Kinsey Youth Center’s budget.  Mr. Dodd made a motion to approve the purchase and installation of the locks and alarms at the Kinsey Youth Center, as presented, with the Commissioners paying $11,700.00 and the Kinsey Youth Center paying the remaining $6,000.00.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.   

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS:
Community Corrections Supervisor Dustin DeLong presented an agreement with Tek 84.  This purchase was approved in 2019; however, this added addendum includes 2 year parts, labor and service and would begin on February 26, 2020 and continue until February 26, 2022.  This agreement will replace the original agreement adding the additional warranty and will save the county approximately $10,000.00.   Mr. Dodd made a motion to approve the agreement with the added 2 year warranty, as presented.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  
HOWARD HAVEN:
Howard Haven Director Jennifer Brower submitted the application for residency for Charles Harner.  She stated that he is a Howard County resident and will be a 90-day probationary ARCH resident.  President Wyman stated that although Director Brower already has a protocol in place and already addressed it, he would like to ensure that all medical checks are done prior to any admission of a new resident.  This comes on the heels of the announcement of the Covid-19 virus. Mr. Bray made a motion to approve the application for residency for Charles Harner on the 90-day probationary period.  Mr. Dodd seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  

MAINTENANCE:
Maintenance Supervisor Bill Stonestreet addressed the Board with the installation cost of the flooring by Waltman Flooring in the sum of $3116.48.  He would like to pay this from his cum cap building upgrades account line 1138.47243.  Mr. Dodd made a motion to approve the request in the sum of $3,116.48 from the cum cap building upgrades account, as presented.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  

COUNTY ASSESSOR:
Assessor Mindy Heady requested permission to obtain quotes to replace her 2013 vehicle which has had some repair issues.  Mr. Wyman stated that he would like for the Assessor to go through Pam Isaac for lease quotes and trade in values, and further stated that he approves of the Assessor obtaining quotes.  



TREASURER:
Treasurer Christie Branch addressed the Board, requesting to proceed with a contract with a new vendor who will provide for printing and mailing of the tax bills.  The vendor that was used last year no longer provides this service.  Mr. Wyman stated that he would like the board to approve the request pending County Attorney Alan Wilson’s final review.  Mr. Dodd made a motion to approve the contract subject to the final review by County Attorney Alan Wilson.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.    

IN THE MATTER OF CLAIMS AND REPORTS:

Howard County Auditor Martha Lake submitted the following claims and reports for the Commissioners’ information and approval:
1. Salary Claims: The commissioners’ Salary, Hourly, and Overtime Claims to be paid March 27, 2020, in the amount of $850,097.84, were submitted and approved on a motion made by Mr. Dodd.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  
2. Operating Claims:  The Commissioners’ Operating Claims to be paid March 16, 2020, in the amount of 2,197,818.97, were submitted and approved as presented on a motion made by Mr. Dodd.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bray, and the motion carried.  
3. Ratify of Claim:  A claim payable to Johnson Towing and Recovery, LLC for the sum of $5,039.24, was submitted and ratified on a motion made by Mr. Dodd.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, and the motion carried.   
4. Monthly Reports:  The following reports were received into record:  Gary Gist, Weights and Measures for February 16 through March 16, 2020.

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Solar Energy Project:
Mr. Joe Northcutt, a resident of Howard County and located at 187 N. 1100 E., Greentown, IN, addressed the Board with concerns regarding the solar energy fields.  Mr. Northcutt addressed his concerns of solar power in the area.  He stated that he does not believe that solar energy provides the benefit of reliable, concentrated energy to out-weigh the negative impact that they have on the ground contamination, loss of property values, loss of income to the other energy companies and the overall cost to the consumer.  

 
There being no further business to come before the Board of Commissioners
at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on a motion
made by Mr. Dodd, seconded by Mr. Bray, and carried.
						

						HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

						
						_________________________________________________
	 					PAUL G. WYMAN, PRESIDENT				
																			_________________________________________________
						ROBERT B. BRAY, VICE PRESIDENT	
		
						_________________________________________________
						JACK W. DODD, MEMBER			

ATTEST:

____________________________________
MARTHA J. LAKE, AUDITOR
Howard County Commissioner Meeting March 16, 2020


Page 3 of 3

